wH EATON COLLEGE 
/ BILLY GRAHAM 
CENTER 


He Gets Us. 


The Jesus Way 
of Outrageous 
Kindness 


Expository Sermon Script: Matthew 5:38-48 


VIDEO (Outrage) > https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FuwfO0tPnhAA 


VIDEO (Bullied) > https://www.youtube.com/ 


To the Preacher: 


The purpose of this ad is to confront the growing culture of outrage taking 
root in our society by offering people an alternative to anger in the way 
of Jesus. As Ed Stetzer observes in Christians in the Age of Outrage, 
deep political divisions and echo chambers make communication more 
difficult and taint what starts as disagreement with hostility and hatred. 
The opinion of non-Christians toward Christians and vice versa have only 
worsened in recent years. Yet both those inside and outside the church 
register concern about the lack of civility in culture today. By contrast, 
Jesus faced deep anger and mischaracterization by those who hated him, 
yet he responded by rejecting outrage with love and kindness. 


ocripture 


You have heard that it was said, “Eye for eye, and 
tooth for tooth”’ But I tell you, do not resist an evil 
person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn 
to them the other cheek also. And if anyone wants 
to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat 
as well. 41 If anyone forces you to go one mile, go 
with them two miles. Give to the one who asks you, 
and do not turn away from the one who wants to 
borrow from you. 


You have heard that it was said, “Love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I tell you, 

love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, that you may be children of your Father in 
heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and 
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what 
reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors 
doing that? And if you greet only your own people, 
what are you doing more than others? Do not even 
pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. 

Matthew 5:38-48 


A REFRESHING RESPONSE TO ANXIETY 


Heo cueceateser 


How do you respond to disagreement? Today a lot of people 
take disagreement to be a form of rejection, which often leads 
to outrage. We are an easily offended and often outraged 
world today. 


In his book Christians in the Age of Outrage, Ed Stetzer writes: 


“The first cause of our Outrage stems from the increasing 
polarization of American society, in terms of both religion 
and politics. The second cause lies in the unprecedented 
advance of technology that has completely altered almost 
every facet of our daily lives in less than a generation. 
(Nobody had an iPhone on June 28, 2007, but the world 
was inalterably changed the next day, when the iPhone 
was unveiled).”! 


How do we respond to rejection, or when we are tempted to 
be outraged? One man went on a journey to learn a better 
way. In his TED Talk, Jia Jiang described how the thought of 
rejection terrified him, so he did an experiment. In his “100 days 
of rejection,’ described in detail in his book Rejection Proof: 
How | Beat Fear and Became Invincible Through 100 Days of 
Rejection.? Jia came up with a variety of random activities with 
total strangers, recording his results. 


- He asked a random security guard if he could borrow $100 
(Answer: no). 
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e He asked a worker at Five Guys if he could have a refill of 
a burger since they gave refills of sodas (No). 


e He asked a Krispy Kreme employee to link together donuts 
to look like the Olympic rings. (She did, on the spot!) The 
video from that encounter went viral. 


e He asked for a hair trim at Petsmart (No, but the groomers 
thought it was hilarious). 


Here are some things Jia learned over the 100 days: 


1. Rejection is a great teacher. Rather than being 
traumatized or outraged by rejection we can approach 
it with curiosity, learning from each experience. 


2. Rejection makes us stronger. By simply being willing to 
face rejection, within just a few weeks people, including his 
family, noticed how much more assured of himself he was. 


3. Rejection gives us perspective. He learned not to take 
things so seriously and to learn to laugh at himself. Rejection 
is rarely as bad as we think it is. 


Ultimately, being outraged solves nothing and often makes 
things worse. Jesus shows us a different perspective through 
his life—he didn’t respond to rejection or mistreatment with 
outrage but instead with love. 


So be prepared, following Jesus Christ can bring rejection. 
And, we can take hope in the fact that Jesus faced rejection 
for us at a level we never will. 
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Key Points 


Our text comes from the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus, 
referencing Old Testament themes, describes ways the 
kingdom of God transcends normal human interactions, 
showing us a better way. He does this by saying “you have 
heard it said,” and then showing a better way: “but | tell 
you.” The main point is that Jesus’ followers should display 
a righteousness that touches people because it exceeds the 
lifestyle of a minimal commitment to religious practice. 


1. Choose Generosity Over 
Outrage (Matthew 5:38-40) 


You have heard that it was said, “Eye for eye, and 
tooth for tooth.” But I tell you, do not resist an evil 
person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn 
to them the other cheek also. And if anyone wants 
to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat 
as well. 

Matthew 5:38-40 


Verse 38 quotes Exodus 21:24. An “eye for an eye” was aimed 
at ensuring the punishment fit the crime but did not exceed it. 


Jesus introduces a new principle. Craig Blomberg, in his 
commentary on Matthew notes: 


“Now Jesus teaches the principle that Christian kindness 
should transcend even straightforward tit-for-tat retribution... 
Jesus contrasts radically with most others of his day in 
stressing the need to decisively break the natural chain 

of evil action and reaction that characterizes human 
relationships.”? 


— Craig Blomberg, Matthew, vol. 22, The New American Commentary 


Jesus is showing us that responding with outrage or retribution 
when someone offends or disagrees with us is not the way of 
his kingdom. He does this with several examples, the first two 
being the turning of the cheek and generosity with clothing. 
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Warren Wiersbe gets to the heart of the point in The Bible 
Exposition Commentary. He says, 


“Jesus replaced a law with an attitude: be willing to suffer 
loss yourself rather than cause another to suffer.”* 


— Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 


Verse 39 can be misunderstood: “Striking a person on the 
right cheek suggests a backhanded slap from a typically right- 
handed aggressor and was a characteristic Jewish form of 
insult. Jesus tells us not to trade such insults even if it means 
receiving more. In no sense does v. 39 require Christians to 
Subject themselves or others to physical danger or abuse, nor 
does it bear directly on the pacifism-just war debate.”® 


Verse 40 is in the context of a legal matter. In both of these 
examples Jesus is teaching those who follow him to go beyond 
the minimum requirements of the law to show generosity. 


Stuart Weber, in his commentary on the book of Matthew writes, 


“We must actually consider blessing the repentant criminal. 
Mercy (withholding deserved punishment) and grace (giving 
undeserved gifts) are legitimate norms of conduct.”® 


— Stuart Weber, Matthew, vol. 1, Holman New Testament Commentary 
Paul writes about the generosity of God seen in Jesus: 
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 


he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you 
through his poverty might become rich (2 Corinthians 8:9). 
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Then, Paul ties the generosity of churches who gave sacrificially 
to help churches in need to the generosity of God, writing, 


Because of the service by which you have proved 
yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience 

that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, 
and for your generosity in sharing with them and with 
everyone else. And in their prayers for you their hearts 
will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God 
has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
(2 Corinthians 9:13-15). 


Being a follower of Jesus means to choose kindness over 
outrage; generosity over stinginess; and patience over 
retaliation. Such behavior would stand out in a world of outrage. 


Many who are skeptical about faith or are exploring faith have 
not rejected Jesus because of who Jesus is, but because of 
caricatures of Jesus given by the lifestyles of religious people 
today. 


An atheist college student was invited by a fellow student 
to visit a church. “The only difference between you and me,” 
the atheist student said, “Is that | get to sleep in on Sunday 
mornings.” 


But then he began to see other students living in a radically 
different way; they showed a deep love toward others, a 
fervent heart toward God, and demonstrated kindness in 
remarkable ways. These students were examples of people 
whose lives were changed in the early stages of the Jesus 
Movement in the 1970s. Their changed lives led him to question 
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his atheism. He eventually became a passionate follower 
of Jesus and served the Lord as a pastor for decades. 


We need to show the world by our lives and share with the 
world with our lips the Jesus of the New Testament. This Jesus 
did not retaliate with outrage when he was rejected, but with 
the words, “Father, forgive them” (Luke 23:34). 
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2. Choose Sacrificial 
service Over Resistance 
(Matthew 5:41-42) 


If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them 
two miles. Give to the one who asks you, and do 
not turn away from the one who wants to borrow 
from you. 

Matthew 5:41-42 


Jesus gives a third example, in this case one tied to the 
practices of that day by Roman soldiers who could conscript 
a person to help carry military equipment. Then he applies it 
more generally in verse 42. 


“By Roman law, the soldier could require no more than one mile 
of a single porter, but Jesus’ kingdom servants (in representing 
the gracious spirit of their king) are to go beyond what is 
required of them.” 


However, “As Augustine rightly noted, the text says “give to 
everyone that asks,” not “give everything to him that asks” (De 
Sermone Domine en Monte 67).”® 


Someone once said you can tell whether you have the heart 
of a servant by how you act when you are treated like one. 


The Bible offers beautiful paradoxes: you win by surrendering, 
you have life by losing yours, and you respond to mistreatment 
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by service. 


Jesus knew the weight of hate and the pain of mistreatment. 
Isaiah spoke of Jesus’ rejection hundreds of years before 
his birth: 


He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of 
suffering, and familiar with pain. 


Like one from whom people hide their faces he was 
despised, and we held him in low esteem. 


Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we 
considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and 
afflicted. 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed 
for our iniguities; the punishment that brought us peace was 
on him and by his wounds we are healed. 


We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned 
to our own way, and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity 
of us all. |lsaiah 53:3-6 


In Luke 22:47-53 we read about Judas’ betrayal of Jesus and 
his arrest. Notice the difference in response between Jesus 
and his disciples: 


When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they 
said, “Lord, should we strike with our swords?” And one of 
them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right 
ear. 


But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the 
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man’s ear and healed him. 


Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the 
temple guard, and the elders, who had come for him, ‘Am 
| leading a rebellion, that you have come with swords and 
clubs? Luke 22:49-52 


Jesus did not respond with outrage, but with grace. God’s 
purpose is to rescue people; rejection cannot stop this. 
Instead of being outraged at the world, let the church take 
the message of the gospel to the world. 


Instead of focusing on the sin of the world, let’s offer the 
hope we have in Christ. 


Instead of fearing the world, let’s remember that perfect love 
casts out fear, and goes on to show and share the love of 
Jesus with this broken world. 


2. Choose Love Over Hate 
(Matthew 5:43-48) 


You have heard that it was said, “Love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I tell you, 

love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, that you may be children of your Father in 
heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and 
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what 
reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors 
doing that? And if you greet only your own people, 
what are you doing more than others? Do not even 
pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. 

Matthew 5:43-48 


The first part of verse 43 is part of the Great Commandment 
and a central idea in the Bible (Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 22:34- 
40). But the added statement, “hate your enemy” may fit human 
nature, but it is not a fit attitude for God’s kingdom and is not 
found in the Old Testament. 


Instead, Jesus calls his followers to love enemies and pray for 
persecutors. This shows that love is far more than a feeling; it is 
an act of the will to love those we don't naturally love. Praying 
for those who persecute us is a demonstration of love. It’s hard 
to hold ill feelings for long for people we are praying for. This is 


certainly counter to what normally happens in society. 
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“Jesus explained through the parable of the good Samaritan 
that every human in our sphere of influence is our neighbor. 
Therefore, by definition, Christians are to love everyone and 
hate no one.”? 


— Stuart Weber, Matthew, vol. 1, Holman New Testament Commentary 
Jesus made two points about this: 


1. Such love is the mark of mature people, not children. 
We are to resemble God the Father who gives good gifts 
like rain on both the righteous and unrighteous (v. 45). 


2. This love gives a testimony to others. We are to live 
differently from the world by following the example of our 
Father (vv. 46-48). 


He also gives the alternative: if we only love people who love 
us, we are no different than the worst of society, tax collectors 
(vv. 46-47). 


Blomberg unscores this point in his commentary: 


“The true test of genuine Christianity is how believers 
treat those whom they are naturally inclined to hate or 
who mistreat or persecute them.” 


— Craig Blomberg, Matthew, vol. 22, The New American Commentary 
The word “perfect” in verse 48 means “mature” or “whole.” 


Unlike God the Father we are not without blemish, but we 
can be mature in how we treat others. 
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